- UNIVERSITATEA , AL. I. CUZA"
SEMINARUL MATEMATIC Iagi, Jonuary 19, 1983
IASI — R. S. ROMANIA
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This letter has come Ho you afber a long time (5-~6 years)

during which I was repeatedly tempted to write it.

The vpermansnt attraction

by my strong

And, until I finished the technical repcrt (svbmitted to you
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under separate cover some weeks ago) I had no ides

"something®,

The report is entitled "Two programnming problems with
theoretical appeal”. It partislly resembles, in style but not
in elegance, sesthetles and philosophy, to the treatment of
yvour unicue Ccnputing-~Science-~Criented-ilathsmatical-Gens,

The repcrt contains two texts discussing two problems:

~ The piling of counters (an olympic Chinese problem)

- Tather-in-law vs. pyjamas (problem invertsd by myself,

based on & real story).

The former invesbtigates what I like bto call the "algorithe-

mic potential™, while the latter is mores proverly devel-ped
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ir a way I want (s0 much!) To resembls {About bhe first,
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I am preparing now a paper on axiomatic synthesis", that is
a way to derive what the "invention" of the algorithm really

meens; it is, however, a case study!).

1 would be very much obliged if you could have a lock at
the problems in charge, and if they deserve such a favour,
Please give me a reply. My deep kope is that you like these

problems, and maybe use them in your celebrated Conferences.

I enclose a comment on your "problem with the wWrn and the
balls", from ITWD720, entitled "The facets of a Jewesl". My
remarks point to some nice mathematical properties underlying
the game and adding to its besuty. Shall I turn it into a
publishable form?

Flease forgive me for this somewhat sentimental letter,
and do justify it by your strong influence over my patterns
of thinking and, the heart-felt desire tc have correspondence

with you.

Did I have really something to say?




